
Eebruar y 2 0 , 198 7 ' B 148

recall a couple years ago we passed legislation that allowed the
City of Lincoln to increase their sales tax t o the 1.5 option
and the voters in the City of Lincoln approved it. O n numerous
o ccasions, as I recall last year, w e d i sc ussed t he is s u e o f
allowing the expansion of the local option for cities throughout
the s t ate and xn th e re c ent election some czties adopted the
sales tax option allowirg for them an extra cent to be placed to
r educe their property taxes and some local czties re jected it .
This zs the decision-making power of the people. In addition to
that ir, the recent electron we had bond issues that were on the
ballot and most of h o se, xf not all of them, in Douglas C ounty
I know o f, th e y we r e voted n a p proval by the people in the
a rea, and that was a direct impact upon th ei r p ro perty tax es .
T hey s ax d , y es we do wan t ou r r oads i n good s h a p e , w e d o wa n t
good school , so we' re willing to support a bond i ssue . Much
t he s am e a s t he peop l e i n t h e t h r ee N R D d i s t r i c t s t h at ar e at
their level have that option, the p eople hav e the option to
increase that levy xf they feel the NRD is doing a good job and
apparently xn twc of those NRDs there was s o me diss atisfaction
with the way the NRD is spend ng their money. Now I'm rather
fortunate. I have a very good NRD xn my area, th e P ap i o N RD ,
and they have done a good job in working with the local City of
O maha as well as the other cxties xn the area to try to m ake
more us e o f th e mo ne y towards flood control. I n addition to
that they made changes in their composition that red uce d down
the proportion o f people to elected officrals so h a t this law
reallv won't have m uch of an im p a ct on them b eca use the y
realized that there were some serious problems with the present
structure. It has, to my knowledge, I th ank th er e i s a few
other NRDs that are taking this step as well. No w it doesn't go
to the point of one man, one vote where xt should be. A s we are
elected to th e Legislature, I think the NRDs should be elected
along the same lines. In that port>on of the b a l l I st ron g ly
support, an d for th at re a. on I' ll probably be supporting the
bill but the port>on that de a l s w ith the lev y , wh e re w e ' re
increasing it and we ..t?;e local communities have the option of
increasing the levy, I thank the present system is working quite
wel l . I k now ' n my NRD we h a v e n ' t h ad . . . I h o p e we hav e n ' t h ad
that p r oblem. I k now I w ent to a recent dedication this last
fall for the NRI.''s new building. T hey constructed a rather nice
b uzldzng, a new structure. T he y were renting sp ace b ut th ey
feel that the y h ad th e m ne y t o bu ild a new structure and I
suppose that is their local opt>on to make th ose dec zsxons if
they f eel that that is ir. t?;ei r best interest. So I 'm not here
to second-guess what the NRDs are spending the mo n e y on , bu t
what I'm h er e to say xs that I don't thank we should go around
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